GEORGE THE THIRD
Chancellor Hardwicke, the Archbishop gave a full account of
the visit:
They were escorted, if I might say, through the court by a company
of Buffs, and the regiment was drawn up in the town with all
the officers attending, so that all military honours were paid them.
I met the Princess at the coach door, and conducted her by her
hand up to the apartment. She stayed a little in the drawing room,
and then moved to die coffee and tea in the gallery, with which
the table was partly furnished; but a dessert of the best fruit I could
get, completed the figure, such as it was. She was so gracious as
to order us to sit, but nobody had an elbow chair but the Prince
of Wales and the Princess. They ate a good breakfast, and I was
glad of that. After some little pause her Royal Highness desired to
walk round the garden and we took the opportunity of the gilded
moment. She then returned to the house and received the com-
pliments of Colonel Howard and the officers. I rcconductcd her
to her coach in my very best manner.
Is it not here made clear how completely the Heir to the Throne
was overshadowed by his mother ?
the mother's influence over her son was strengthened by
the support which it received from John Stuart, Earl of Bute,
He had come into contact with the family by an accident.
* Fritz ' was a great patron of cricket. Rain had put a stop to
play in a match which he was watching; and as there was
nothing better to do he decided to pass the time at whist. Bute
was watching the same match; and when ' Fritz' found that
he could not make up his table from among his attendants he
asked Bute to join him. From that moment Bute was in high
favour with the father and mother of the future George III.
In 1750 he was appointed one of the Lords of the Bedchamber
in * Fritz's' household; and soon after the Prince's death it was
whispered that he had actually become the widow's paramour.
Whether the gossips' tongues wagged truthfully or not will
never be known; but Wddegrave certainly had no doubt that
Bute was the Dowager-Princess's lover. He put his opinion
rather quaintly: the Dowager-Princess, he said,
has discovered other accomplishments, of which the Prince her
husband may not have been the most competent judge.
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